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Presidential QRM 
By Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


I really enjoyed our Holiday Party; | hope that all of you who attended did as well. 
Many thanks go to George, WB60FH and Tracey, KE6TOT for putting together a 
great evening. Other end of year festivities included the presentation of awards. | 
think we recognized people who really gave of themselves for the betterment of our 
hobby. 

This will be a very challenging year. Specifically, we will be moving Pacificon '98 
to the Sheraton which will require more work than in previous years. It will be a 
bigger and better convention than we have ever put on in the past. But, the real 
challenge is the simple fact that we are moving. We won't be able to do everything 


‘status quo as in the past. I hope that everyone will get out and help us make Pacificon 


98 the best ever. 

Another issue which will continue to be of importance to us in the Antenna Ordi- 
nance issue. The County is currently reviewing a draft proposal. I do not see this as 
the last ordinance in our county or area. Please keep tuned in for more information. 
We will try to keep you up to date and also advise everyone on what can be done to 
help us keep these ordinances from impeding our hobby by limiting our antenna 
heights. 

I just read that the sunspot cycle is really on the move. I hope that this means more 
and more HF activity. This is the perfect opportunity for upgrading and building 
those HF projects which we held off on because of poor propagation. Our VE and 
teaching team will be continuing their efforts to help everyone who wants to upgrade 
to do so successfully. 

With that, again | want to wish each and every one of you a very happy and 
healthy new year. 

73, de Sam, KO6JR 


From the Repeater Committee 
By Jim Brunk, Chairman 


Signal Strength 

The committee would like to thank Rube, KERCW and Jay Linton, KD6HXH for 
returning signal strength reports since the last newsletter. The report form was printed 
last in the Carrier. It is also found on the Design Link BBS in the repeater section and 
is on the MDARC web page at the specific address of http://www.mdarc.org/ 
rrrcs1.html. If you encounter signal strength of less than S9, send in a report. 

These surveys allow us to find out where the poor locations exist. With this feed- 
back, we can plan for future system enhancements. Help us out. 


This Year’s Projects 

Pending membership approval of the budget, the committee has plans to com- 
plete several projects and start some improvement upgrades to the systems. Fore- 
most is the completion of the rebuild caused by the storm and subsequent equipment 
move. Two ATV projects will increase the utility of that mode. The enhancement of 
the ATV repeater will be finished. The link with Mt. Oso will increase availability of 
the system to fringe areas. After several years talking about the 220 machine, this 
year it will be replaced. We are also planning ways to add to the linking capabilities of 
the controller. 

If you have ideas on how we can make this system of repeaters and packet nodes 
the best in the area, let us know. We want the MDARC systems to be known as the 
best in the west! 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club W6CX 


P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(510) 932-6125 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club (MDARC)}. It is the policy of the editor to 
publish all material submitted by the membership provided 
such material is in good taste, relevant to amateur radio and 
of interest to MDARC members, and space is available. 


All material must be submitted to the editor by the first of 
day of the month of publication. Material is accepted on a 
first-in, first-out basis. Articles and other material may be sub- 
mitted via Internet email to w6uv@dnai.com (preferred), or 
delivered to the editor at the address listed below. Material 
will be accepted in plain ASCH, Word for Windows, or 
WordPerfect format. Material may also be submitted as 
hardcopy. 


All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced for |. 


noncommercial use provided such use credits both the MDARC 
Carrier and the author of the article. Copyrighted material 
without accompanying written permission to republish will not 
be accepted. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are soley those of the 
editor or other contributors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of either the Board of Directors or membership of 
MDARC. 
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Channel 58) 
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Honors 

The repeater committee’s Keith Lattin was chosen as MDARC’s 1997 
Ham of the Year. Over many years, Keith has freely given of his time, talents 
and resources to keep our repeaters on the air. For example, it was his 
actions that allowed us to be back on the air only hours after the Mt. Diablo 
tower blew down two years ago. He has designed and built the system now 
lets us talk to most of northern California. He and Dick Brown comprised 
the contract negotiation committee that allowed us to get back on the tower. 
His quiet devotion to the operation of the repeaters has resulted in this 
recognition that is richly deserved. 


Minutes of the MDARC Board of Directors Meeting 
December 8, 1997 


The board of directors of MDARC met at Baker’s Square Restaurant in 
Concord on December 8, 1997, at 7:30 p.m. for the primary purpose of 
discussing the budget for 1998 with fifteen present. A quorum was not present 
so no formal action can be taken. 

George, WB6OFH, and Tracey, KE6TOT, reportedon plans for the holi- 
day social to be held on December 17, at the Contra Costa Country Club, 
801 Golf Club Road, Pleasant Hill. Doors open at 6:00 and dinner will be 
served at 7:00. The current signup consists of 57 adults and two children. 
The grand prize will be drawn from the entire membership roster, rather 
than just those attending the party. Lesser prizes will be awarded to attend- 
ees only. 

Sam, KO6JR, received Harry Styron’s comments regarding the proposed 
antenna ordinance. Comments were also received from Dick, KT6X, and 
Paul, N6JOX. A study session will be held on Tuesday, December 9, at 651 


“Piné Street, Martinez. Harry will write a summary for the January Carrier. 


Pete Smith, membership chairman, has requested clerical assistance for 
renewals and for publication of the roster in February. 

Jim Brunk, N6BHX, expressed appreciation to the new webmaster, Jerry 
Kornbau, AA4JK, for the improvements he has made in the MDARC web 
page. 

Keith, N6PMF, described a new system he has recently installed for East 
Bay Water and the opportunity for MDARC to tie into the system. The 
system would give us links over the entire East Bay Water service area, pro- 
viding more coverage for VHF and ATV and reaching into the foothills. 

Jerry Gardner has a new e-mail address: w6uv@dnai.com. It was sug- 
gested that e-mail addresses be requested on the new membership cards. 

The minutes of the November board meeting were approved as pub- 
lished in the Carrier. 

The remainder of the meeting was spent discussing the 1998 budget. 
Treasurer Greg, KE6VTA, handed out the proposed budget for discussion. 
After a few items were clarified and a few minor changes were made, a 
motion was made to submit the corrected budget to the membership for 
approval in January. Since there is not a quorum at this meeting, President 
Sam will take the matter under advisement. A straw vote resulted in a rec- 


_ ommendation to present the budget as discussed. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Cook, KE6PPM 


MDARC Picnic Date Set 


The date for the annual MDARC picnic will be July 18th in the Concord 
Community Park, the location as last year. The picnic will start at 10:00 am 
and run to approximately 3:00 pm. Rumor has it that several volunteer 
cooks have been recruited to handle the cooking chores this year. 
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ANAHEIM, CA $2801 
933 N. Euclid St. 
{714} 533-7373 
(800) 854-6048 
Janet, WA7WMB, Mor. 
Near Oisneyiand 


BURBANK, CA 91506 
2492 W. Victory Blvd. 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric, KAGIRT, Moe. 

Victory Bivd. at Buena Vista 
T mi. west 1-5 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Uvingston St 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 
Mark, KEGOFP, Mgr. 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 


SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 
5 5375 Kearny Villa Rd. 
(619) 560-4900 
(800) 854-6046 
Tom, KM6K. Mor. 
Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Ken, KIZKM, Mgr. 
KOM@HAMRADIO.COM 
Lawrence Expwy. 

So. from Hwy. 101 


NEW CASTLE, DE 19720 
1509 N. Oupont Hwy. 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

Bob, WN3K, Mor. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 


PORTLAND, OR 97223 
11705 S.W, Pacitic Hwy. 
(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Earl, KE70A, Mgr. 
Tigard-S9W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 


DENVER, CO 80231 
8400 E. Hitt Ave., #9 
(303) 745-7373 
(800) 444-9476 
Joe, KOZGA, Mgr. 


NEW LOCATION! 


PHOENIX, AZ 85021 
1939 W. Duntap Ave. 
(602) 242-3515 
(800) 444-9476 
Gary, WB7SLY, Mgr. 
1 mi. east of I-17 


ATLANTA, GA 30340 
6071 Buford Highway 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

John, KB4NUC, Mor. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 22191 
Washington D.C. area 
14803 Build America Or. 
(703) 843-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Rick. AABOB, Mgr. 

Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 


SALEM, NH 03079 
Soston, MA area 

224 N. Broadway 

(603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 
Chuck, KM4NZ, Mgr. 
CLW@HAMRADIC.COM 
Exit 1. 1-93: 

28 mi. No. of Boston 


AZ, CA, CO, GA, VA 
residents add sales tax. 
Prices, specifications, 
descriptions, subject 

to change without notice. 


KENWOOD : 


TS-50S/ TS-60S HF Transceiver/6M 


* TS-50S - World's smaiiest HF Transceiver 

* 100W out. (Q0W TS-60S, 50mHz only} 

© SSB, CW. AM, FM 

© 12V Gen. Cov. RX, 6.4 Ibs., 7.16 x2.4 x 9.32" 
© 105db dynamic range, 100 Mems. 

* Opt, ext, ant. tuners available (TS-50S only) 


Call Now For Our Low Pricing! 


TH-79A(D)omssour 


© 2.7W 2M, 2W 440 

SW Optional 

* DTSS Built-in 

* 82 Memories 

« DIMF Memories 

Built-In CTCSS Enc./Dec. 
 User-Friendly Menu Sys. 


CALL NOW FOR 
INTRO SPECIAL! 


TH-22AT 


Ultra Compact 
© 2M HT, SW opt. 
¢40 Memories 

+ Encode Built-in 


CALL NOW! 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


Rapid Deliveries From 
The Store Nearest To You! 


12 Store Buying Power! 
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WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 


DJ-G5T amaso 


* 200 Mems, Clonabie 
* Dual Rx. (VV or U/U) 
* Built-in CTCSS 


‘e' ‘ + Auto-Dialer memories 
16-706 seve transceiver Channel Scope 
* 100W HF + 4.5w wioptional battery 
+ 100W 6 Meters CALL NOW FOR 
° \OW 2 Meters LOW INTRO PRICE! 


Call For introductory Pricing! 


10-775 SP HF/ Transceiver 


© 200W HF Transceiver + 101 memories 

© DSP built-in + Digital noise reduction 

» Digital automatic notch « Digital LPF and HPF 
© OSK, Digital CW filter + Built-in AC supply 
Twin P8T ¢ Dual watch 


Cali Now For The Ultimate Radio! 


DX-70T HF Transceiver 


100W 160-10 Mirs © TOW 6M. Gencov. Ax 
Full QSK. 100 Mems. « Compact. Remotable 
Dual VFO. 12VO0C * 6.2 Ibs. 


FT-50R 

2/4d0nHz HT 2/440mHz Compact HT 
« 2W standar¢ * Alpha numenc display 
* SW Optionat * Wide Band receve 
* Alpha Numeric * Battery Saver 
« bi Memories +112 Memones FT-1 OooMP HF Transceiver 
* Spectrascope ai Mil-Spec i, 
e es Faging + HiSpeed scanning . ne Digital Signal Processing 
. {L duilt-in bg 
5 sere cae Call For «Collins SSB filter built-in 

pe : Intraductary *100W. Power supply built-in 
Pricing! Pricing! Call Now For Low intro. Pricing! 
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Proposed 1998 MDARC Budget 


Income Expenses Total Balance 
Operating Income Dues Minimum Operating Expenses Expenses 
Membership Dues $20,350 Carrier Printing $5,040 
Interest $420 Carrier Postage $1,500 
Auction $2,000 Membership roster $610 
Miscellaneous $300 
Insurance $1,600 
Meeting Rent & Coffee $900 
' Repeater Operations $9,488 
State Filing Fee $30 
Sub Total $22,770 Sub Total $19,468 $19,468 $3,302 


Optional Operating Expenses 


Field Day $450 
Membership Mailing $460 
Telephone $300 
Speaker Gratuities $150 
es Sr ee Sub Total __. $1,360 $20,828 $1,942 


Picnics and Parties, Expenses 


Holiday Awards $200 

Holiday Food $1,000 

Holiday Decorations $300 

Holiday Prizes $400 

Picnic $820 

Sub Total $2,720 $23,548 ($778) 

Special Projects, Income _. Special Projects, Expenses 
PACIFICON, 1998 Profits $10,000 Schlrshp/Sch & Libs $2,500 

Trailer $1,500 


RRRC Special Projects $14,950 


Total $32,770 Sub Total $18,950 $42,498 ($9,728) 


The Carrier 
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NETS 


W6CX Nets 
APRS Net Tuesdays 1930 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Thursdays 1930 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Thursdays 2000 Hours 

Net Control: Mike Burke, KB6RMT 
Alternate: Sylvia, KC6YJV 
Thursdays 1900 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6YAW 


Phone Net 


ATV Net 


Youth Net 


Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 
MHz. Net Control: Richard Shappee, WA5HQJ 


Sheriff’s Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, NGYBQ 
(510) 228-8223 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursdays, 1900 Hours 

Central County 145.680 Simplex 

dim Brunk*, N6BHX 
(510) 372-8248 
146.535 Simplex 

Jim Tittle*, KC6SOE 
(510) 432-3220 
146.355/+ (100 pl) 
Ed Ritchie*, K6SFD 
(510) 837-3265 
145.110/- 

Rich Parker*, KD6JCT 
(510) 237-2777 


East County 


South County 


West County 


QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 

Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 

Sam Lipson, District Emergency Coordinator, KO6JR 
(510) 229-5705 


* Assistant District Emergency Coordinator 


THE BASE STATION 


| 
L 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WS5YI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


Antenna Masts Copper Wire 


Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters 


| 
=| 
Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MEYJ Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


HT Antennas 


Code+Theory Software 
SWR Meters 

Ground Rods 

Coax Patch Cords 

Mic Plugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and “N” 
Headphones 


Guy Wire 
Mast Bases 
Wire Clamps 


Baluns Scanner Books 


Magnetic Ant Bases Scanner Antennas 
Trunk mounts 
Ball Mounts 
Gutter Mounts 


Code Oscillators 


Radio Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 


Egg Insulators 
Dog Bone Insulators 


Center Insulators Operating Manuals 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
HECOVEF (510) 685-7388 
— Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 
In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS . 


January 5 7:30 pm MDARC Board Meeting Baker’s Square, Concord 

January 16 8:00 pm MDARC Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 

January 17 8:00 am Pacificon General Meeting Baker’s Square, Concord 
Saturday following 3" Friday 

January 29 February Carrier Deadline 

February 1 7:00 am-Noon Livermore Swapmeet Las Positas College, Livermore 
1st Sunday every month 

February 1 1:00 pm Sunnyvale VEC Exams Consolidated Fire Training Center 

Gene Capener, WW6H, 510-254-5090 2945 Treat Blvd., Concord 


1st Sunday even months 


The Carrier BULK RATE 
Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club aa ae 
cote ae re 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


Change In Service Requested 


MDARC Meeting January 16 


